
 

 

 

AUGUST  2020 LEGAL NEWS 

Dear clients, let us to introduce several news from Czech legislation and judicial decisions appeared 

during August 2020 and previous months. We will inform you about next changes soon. 

 

COVID 19 

+ Compensation for governmental crisis restrictions 

The Municipal court in Prague on 16. 7. 2020, 

ref. no. 22 Co 128/2020-36, brings in its order a 

clue which specifies a defendant in disputes 

relating to compensation for damage caused 

by governmental crisis restrictions in spring of 

the year 2020. Solution for these disputes is 

section 36 par. 1 of the crisis statute which sets 

up liability of the state for the damage caused 

natural and legal persons which is related to 

the governmental restrictions. In the case, the 

Ministry of Interior was sued as an 

establishment of the Czech Republic. The 

Municipal court in Prague confirmed that the 

Ministry of Interior is the defendant. For its 

order, the Court used an older judgment of the 

Supreme Court and approved that in the 

dispute it is necessary to act with the Ministry 

of Interior. From this order arises that the 

District court for Prague 7 is the relevant one in 

the first instance because the Ministry of 

Interior is in its district. The claim needs to be 

made in the written form to the Ministry of 

Interior within 6 months from the time when 

the natural or legal person became aware of 

the damage. 

However, if the damage was caused because of 

Ministry of Health’s restrictions which had 

been repealed by the Municipal Court in 

Prague, it is possible to use a procedure in 

accordance with a statute no. 82/1998 Coll., on 

the responsibility of the state for illegal official 

decisions, and thus the assertion of claims on 

the Ministry of Health.

 

+ Rules for foreigners entering the territory of the Czech Republic 

Due to the development of the epidemiological 

situation in the Czech Republic, the Ministry of 

Health has updated its restrictions which rule 

the entering of the foreigners to the territory 

of the Czech Republic. The Ministry of Health 

abandoned the previously important tests 

which were the only possibility for the 

foreigners to enter the Czech Republic’s 

territory. Newly, it is sufficient if the foreigners 

are tested after their arrival here and inform 

within 72 hours the regional health inspector 

from their entry, or else they shall be placed in 

the quarantine (10 days). In the cases of the 

foreigners who are from countries with high 

risk of the COVID-19, it is required to proof 

their   authorization to reside in our territory 

(e.g. visa).  

Recently, the Czech’s family life and their 

foreign partners has been facilitated. Newly, 

these foreigners could enter the territory of the 

Czech Republic based on a solemn declaration 

of the other partner on the existence of a 

mutual relationship and its warranties for 

providing accommodation and health care. 

 



 

Labour Law 

+ Different remuneration of employees in different regions

As the turning point has been called a judgment 

of the Supreme Court (NS) from 20. 7. 2020, 

ref. no. 21 Cdo 3955/2018, in which the NS 

defended a Czech post’s driver from Olomouc 

who called for the principle of equal pay 

because of higher wages for the Prague’s post 

drivers. The Post argued that the difference in 

wages is caused by different costs in Olomouc 

and Prague. The NS however emphasized that 

the Labour Code in its section 110 par. 4 sets 

clear criteria for ranking work conditions and 

their eventual effect on wages (especially the 

principle of „equal pay for work of equal 

value“), with that the criterium of social-

economic conditions of the region, in which the 

work is performed, is not included in it and 

therefore cannot be taken into account in the 

remuneration of employees. 

 

Criminal Law 

+ The beginning of the period for filing a complaint against the refusal of 

release from custody  

The Constitutional court (ÚS) issued in its 

judgment on 7. 7. 2020, ref. no. IV. ÚS 

652/2020, that the beginning of the period for 

filing an instance complaint in the criminal 

matters when deciding on personal liberty 

(especially on custody or parole) occurs upon 

delivery of a written copy of the judicial 

decision. If the public authorities connected 

the beginning of this period to the moment 

when the complainant became aware of the 

failure of the request for release from custody, 

they violated the right to a fair trial. According 

to the ÚS, the period could begin at the earliest 

moment when the complainant became aware 

of the reasons, for which was its complaint 

unsuccessful, not just the actual statement of 

the decision on the request. 

 

Personal Data 

+ The most common mistakes in the processing of biometrical data 

The Office for Personal Data Protection has 

published a translation of the papers of the 

European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS) 

called Fourteen misunderstandings with regard 

to identification and authentication. From the 

EDPS‘ paper arises that usage of biometrical 

data is equally disturbing as any different 

identification system, when these data allow to 

deduce about the subject its race, gender or 

state of. The paper warns that, unlike 

procedures based on certificates or passwords, 

biometric identification/authentication (e.g. 

via fingerprint) is not 100% accurate. Likewise, 

the material warns that biometric 

identification or authentication procedures are 

not impenetrable and biometric information 

can be disclosed. Therefore, according to the 

EDPS, it cannot be automatically concluded 

that biometric systems are always safer for 

users.

 

 



 

Do not hesitate to contact us with any particular question. 

 

We will inform you about next legal news. 

 

 

 


